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Health care spending
in the United States

US spending on personal health care*

Americans spent nearly three times as 
much money on diabetes as they did 
on Alzheimer’s disease in 2013.  of spending on diabetes 

is on pharmaceuticals
of spending on low 
back and neck pain 
is on people ages
20 to 64 years

According to experts, 
oral disorders could be 
prevented through 
regular dental visits and 
access to dental care.

Fastest spending growth from 1996 to 2013

1   Diabetes 3   Low back and neck pain 7   Oral disorders 

By condition By type of care
2013
How much money is spent on different types of care? 

On which conditions does the US spend the most money, and how are 
they changing over time? 
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Note: Spending on oral disorders includes oral surgery and cavities, including fillings, crowns, tooth 
removal, & dentures; skin diseases include conditions such as cellulitis, cysts, acne, and eczema.

*Totals reflect amount of spending that could be broken down by condition.
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Pregnancy and postpartum care
Skin diseases
Vision and hearing loss
Oral disorders
Depression
Falls
High blood pressure
Low back and neck pain
Ischemic heart disease
Diabetes mellitus
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To combat rising health spending, it is critical to understand what conditions are driving the spending.
The first-ever study of how much America spends on different conditions, ages, sexes, and types of care
can be used to address rising health spending. The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation led this study.

Ambulatory (outpatient): $706 billion 

Inpatient: $697 billion

Prescribed
pharmaceuticals:
$288 billion

Nursing
facility care:
$194 billion

Dental:
$112

billion

Emergency: $102 billion
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Males Age

Age Type of care Cause

Females
85 plus

80 to 84

75 to 79

70 to 74

65 to 69

60 to 64

55 to 59

50 to 54

45 to 49

40 to 44

35 to 39

30 to 34

25 to 29

20 to 24

15 to 19

10 to 14

5 to 9

1 to 4

<1 year

Dollars spent in billions Dollars spent in billions

HIV/AIDS & tuberculosis

Diarrhea/lower respiratory infections/other

Neglected tropical diseases & malaria

Maternal disorders

Neonatal disorders

Nutritional deficiencies

Other communicable, maternal,
newborn, and nutritional disorders

Cancers

Cardiovascular diseases

Chronic respiratory diseases

Cirrhosis

Digestive diseases

Neurological disorders

Mental & substance use disorders

Diabetes/urogenital/blood/endocrine

Musculoskeletal disorders

Other non-communicable

Transport injuries

Unintentional injuries

Self-harm & violence

War & disaster

Well pregnancy and family planning care

Well services

Well newborn, person, and dental spending

Treatment of metabolic risk factors$0
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Ambulatory

Communicable, maternal, neonatal,
and nutritional diseases<20 years

20 to 44

45 to 65

Among ages 65+, how much is spent on different types of care and conditions?

How do spending patterns differ by age and sex in 2013?

65+
Dollars spent in 2013:
$796 billion 

Percent of total spending in 2013:
37.93%

Annual % change 1996 to 2013:
3.63%

Inpatient

Prescribed pharmaceuticals

Total for 2013, both sexes: $2.1 trillion

Nursing facility care

Dental

Emergency

Methods 
Researchers used insurance claims from the private sector and Medicare, in addition to 
household surveys, health facility administrative records, and government budget information 
to make spending estimates. They used the International Classification of Diseases, Ninth 
Revision (ICD-9) to classify spending by health condition.

For more information
see Dieleman et al, “US spending on 
personal health care and public health, 
1996-2013,” JAMA, 2016.

http://bit.ly/us-spending-2013

Data visualization tool online (vizhub.healthdata.org/dex/)
allows you to answer questions such as

Neoplasms

Cardiovascular diseases

Chronic respiratory diseases
Cirrhosis and other chronic liver diseases
Digestive diseases

Neurological disorders

Mental and substance use disorders

Diabetes, urogenital, blood, and endocrine 
diseases

Musculoskeletal disorders

Other non–communicable diseases

Injuries

Well–care spending

Treatment of risk factors


