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Figure 1  DAH disbursed by non-governmental organizations from each source, 2019*

KEY CHANNELS OF DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE FOR HEALTH

Non-governmental organizations 
This research is able to uniquely capture DAH contributions 
that are disbursed through domestic and international NGOs. 
This group of NGOs consists of any NGO that received 
resources from the US government in the last decade and 
includes roughly 1,600 NGOs, although that number is not 
comprehensive. Collectively, this group of NGOs disbursed 
$9.8 billion in DAH in 2019, amounting to 24.1% of the total 
DAH disbursed that year and representing a 0.4% increase 
from 2018. Global health NGOs that disbursed significant 
amounts of DAH in 2019 include Population Services 
International, Family Health International, and World Vision, 
Inc. Across health areas, in 2019, NGOs channeled $2.4 billion 
or 24.4% of funds to HIV/AIDS, and $3.5 billion or 36.2% to 
reproductive, maternal, newborn, and child health in 2019.

Figure 1 shows NGO DAH provided by source in 2019, while 
Figure 2 shows trends in DAH by health focus area for the 
period 2010–2019. And per Figure 3, in 2017, 64.3% of DAH 
disbursed by NGOs as a group was unallocable, while 21.2% 
went to sub-Saharan Africa.

*2019 estimates are preliminary. 

Other governments = Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
non-OECD Development Assistance Community 
countries, Norway, Portugal, South Korea, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland 

Private philanthropy = other private and 
corporate donations
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Figure 3  DAH disbursed by non-governmental organizations targeting each GBD super-region, 2017

Figure 2  DAH disbursed by non-governmental organizations targeting each health focus area, 1990–2019

*2018 and 2019 estimates are preliminary.

“Other health focus areas” captures development 
assistance for health for which we have health focus 
area information but which is not identified as being 
allocated to any of the health focus areas listed. 

HSS/SWAps = Health systems strengthening and 
sector-wide approaches 

Health assistance for which we have no health focus 
area information, or for which no recipient country 
or regional information is available, is designated as 
“Unallocable.” Due to data limitations, development 
assistance for health estimates are not available by 
recipient region for 2018 or 2019.


