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COVID-19 Results Briefing: United States of America

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
October 15, 2020

This briefing contains summary information on the latest projections from the IHME model on COVID-19 in
United States of America. The model was run on October 13, 2020.

Model updates

Updates to the model this week include additional data on deaths, cases, and updates on covariates.
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Current situation

Figure 1. Reported daily COVID-19 cases
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Table 1. Ranking of COVID-19 among the leading causes of mortality this week, assuming uniform deaths
of non-COVID causes throughout the year

Cause name Weekly deaths Ranking
Ischemic heart disease 10,724 1
COVID-19 4,771 2
Tracheal, bronchus, and lung cancer 3,965 3
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 3,766 4
Stroke 3,643 5
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias 2,768 6
Chronic kidney disease 2,057 7
Colon and rectum cancer 1,616 8
Lower respiratory infections 1,575 9
Diabetes mellitus 1,495 10

Figure 2a. Reported daily COVID-19 deaths and smoothed trend estimate. Points shown are reported
deaths, line and ribbon represent estimate with uncertainty.
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Figure 3. Mean eledtive R on October 01, 2020. The estimate of e [edtive R is based on the combined
analysis of deaths, case reporting and hospitalizations where available. Current reported cases reflect infections
11-13 days prior so estimates of e [edtive R can only be made for the recent past. E [edtive R less than 1
means that transmission should decline all other things being held the same.

Figure 2b. Estimated cumulative deaths by age group
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Figure 4. Estimated percent of the population infected with COVID-19 on October 12, 2020
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Figure 5. Percent of COVID-19 infections detected. This is estimated as the ratio of reported COVID-19
cases to estimated COVID-19 infections based on the SEIR disease transmission model.
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Figure 6. Daily COVID-19 death rate per 1 million on October 12, 2020
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Critical drivers

Table 2. Current mandate implementation
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Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
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Figure 7. Total number of social distancing mandates (including mask use)
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Figure 8a. Trend in mobility as measured through smartphone app use compared to January 2020 baseline
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Figure 8b. Mobility level as measured through smartphone app use compared to January 2020 baseline
(percent) on October 12, 2020
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Figure 9a. Trend in the proportion of the population reporting always wearing a mask when leaving home
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Figure 9b. Proportion of the population reporting always wearing a mask when leaving home on October
12, 2020
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Figure 10a. Trend in COVID-19 diagnostic tests per 100,000 people
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Figure 10b. COVID-19 diagnostic tests per 100,000 people on October 07, 2020
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Figure 11. Increase in the risk of death due to pneumonia on February 1 compared to August 1

<-80%
-80to -61%
-60 to -41%
-401t0 -21%
-20to -1%
0 to 19%

20 to 39%
40 to 59%
60 to 79%
>=80%

covidl9.healthdata.org 12 Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation



% [HME

United States of America PROJECTIONS AND SCENARIOS

Projections and scenarios

We produce three scenarios when projecting COVID-19. The reference scenario is our forecast of what we
think is most likely to happen. We assume that if the daily mortality rate from COVID-19 reaches 8 per
million, social distancing (SD) mandates will be re-imposed. The mandate easing scenario is what would
happen if governments continue to ease social distancing mandates with no re-imposition. The universal mask
mandate scenario is what would happen if mask use increased immediately to 95% and social distancing
mandates were re-imposed at 8 deaths per million.

Figure 12. Cumulative COVID-19 deaths until February 01, 2021 for three scenarios.
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Fig 13. Daily COVID-19 deaths until February 01, 2021 for three scenarios.
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Fig 14. Daily COVID-19 infections until February 01, 2021 for three scenarios.
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Fig 15. Month of assumed mandate re-implementation. (Month when daily death rate passes 8 per million,
when reference scenario model assumes mandates will be re-imposed.)
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Figure 16. Forecasted percent infected with COVID-19 on February 01, 2021
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Figure 17. Daily COVID-19 deaths per million forecasted on February 01, 2021 in the reference scenario
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Figure 18. Comparison of reference model projections with other COVID modeling groups. For this
comparison, we are including projections of daily COVID-19 deaths from other modeling groups when avail-
able: Delphi from the Massachussets Institute of Technology (Delphi; https://www.covidanalytics.io/home),
Imperial College London (Imperial; https://www.covidsim.org), The Los Alamos National Laboratory
(LANL; https://covid-19.bsvgateway.org/), the Sl-KJalpha model from the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia (SIKJalpha; https://github.com/scc-usc/ReCOVER-COVID-19), and Youyang Gu (YYG; https:
//covid19-projections.com/). Daily deaths from other modeling groups are smoothed to remove inconsistencies
with rounding. Regional values are aggregates from availble locations in that region.
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